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apon earth is perfect, but we surely got as 
on last week as is ever possible here. London 
idly. Did a bluer sky ever bend over it 
E first ton of coals? Were the streets 
ur meeting-place ever brighter and prettier, 
Did ever five hundred happier and keener 
tin that beautiful hall! Was there ever 
nding toa week of strenuous thinking ? 
of our somewhat trying 
if we had known who were 
never have been conscious of 
being told of the glorious success 
g, one of our most honoured but 
ily astonished, and said: * You sur- 
s extremely doubtful whether 
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was to care for 


or, let us say 


and sim 
In one respect we are somewhat 


disappointed, bat 
not entirely surprised. uns Londor ! 


room for pictures of ‘ gl 
the policeman and d 
because they saw t t has failed not to supply 
its daily bucket of such things for—the people 
them; but it has glanced at us, mainly to giggle ors 
or to ignore ; though ‘The Daily News was a 

exception. Does that measure the real spiritual and 
intellectual stature of ‘the publie’? Does it n 
condition of the public's mind or soul? We dout 
newspaper people ought to know the wishes of those who 
support them ; and to a very considerable extent they do; 
but the over smart young gentlemen who do so much of 
their work do not quite understand the world they are 
living in. Weare persuaded that there are thousands of 
people who want to be serious about our subject, and who 
would welcome any serious treatment of it by the news- 
papers. As the matter stands, they know next to nothing 
about it or about us. If they had looked into St. James's 
Hall while we were there, they would probably have been 
surprised to find the subject so seriously taken to heart by 
so many Uinghtfel persona; bat they would not have 
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Mr. J. J, Morse occupied the chair at the first or after- 
noon session on Wednesday, Following some remarks by 
the President of the Alliance, the Ciaran read the sub- 
joined paper, contributed by Colonel de Rochas, on ‘The 
Borderland of Physies 


THE BORDERLAND OF PHYSICS. 


By Coronen De Roonas, 


* | cannot, wrote Arago, in his sketch of Bailly, ‘approve 
of the mystery in which are enveloped the serious scientific 
men who are about to assist to-day in these experiments in 
somnambulism. Doubt is a proof of modesty, and has 
rarely injured the progress of science. The same cannot be 
said of incredulity. He lacks pradence who, except in pure 
mathematics, pronounces the word “impossible.” Reserve is 
above all a duty when the subject is the animal organism.’ 

In spite of these wise words of a man of genius, 
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the Barth, Meteorites, Galvanism, the Circulation of g 
Blood, Vaccination, the Wave Theory of Light, Lightnin, 
Conductors, the Daguerreotype, Steam, Screw-pro 
Steam Boats, Railways, Coal Gas, Homceopathy, Magno 
ism, e. 

“Po those living and yet to be born, who are doing t} 
same at the present day and will do the same in the fu 


Yet these savants have their use ; passed to the conditio, 
of mile stones, they strew the path of progress. 

If it were necessary to admit only those facts which agr, 
with accepted theories, we should reject almost all the dis 
eoveries made in our own days in the domain of electricity 

‘In most sciences, said Professor Hopkinson,* * the mo 
facts we know the more we perceive the continuity of i} 
bond by which we recognise the same phenomenon und 
different forms. [t is not so with magnetism : the more » 
know the facts the more they offer exceptional peculiariti 
and the less the chances seem to exist of connecting then 
with any bond whatever.’ 

Atmospheric electricity constantly offers us phenomena 
to which we do not possess the key, and which approach s; 
closely to those which we observe in manifestati i 
psychic forca, that we are justified in asking ourselves 
whether they are not derived from the same cause. 

You all know the globes of fire, larger or smaller, which 
are produced in the presence of mediums, and which seem 
sometimes to be guided by an intelligent force. Peopl 
shrug their shoulders when we talk about them. Ther 
however, phenomena exaetly analogous and equally ine 
able, which are related in classical works. I will cite a few 
only. 

The first happened near Ginepreto, not far from Pavia, 
on August 29th, 1791, during a violent thunderstorm k 
related in a letter from the Abbé Spallanzani to Father 
Barletti (‘Opusec, Vol. XIV., p. 296). 

A flock of geese was passing about one hundred and & 
paces from a farm; a girl twelve years old, and another still 
younger, ran out from the farmhouse to bring back th 
geese. In the same field there were a boy nine or ten year 
of age and a man of over fifty. Suddenly there appeared iz 
the meadow, three or four feet from the girl, a ball of fire as 
big as two fists, which, gliding over the ground, ran quickly 
under her bare feet, crept under her clothing, came owt 
about the middle of her bodice, still keeping its spheric 
form, and sprang noisily into the air. At the instant that 
the ball of fire penetrated under the girl's petticoats they 
spread out like an umbrella. 

These details were given not by the patient, who i 
diately fell to the ground, but by the boy and man be 
mentioned; questioned separately, they reported the fact 
identically the same manner. ‘It was in vain th 
them, says Spallanzani, ‘whether at the mor 
had seen any fame, any bright light descend, 
the and precipitate itself on the 
answered no, but they had 
ascend and not descend. There was 
of the girl, who quickly regained oon 

mc reaching from the right knee 

fle of the chest, between the breasts ; her chemise 
at the corresponding places, and there 
burning which disappeared on washing. 4 
found to pierce right throuzh 
women of those countries wear o 
gno, a local physician, having visited 
e the accident, found, besides 

Several superficial marks 
of the divisions of the principe 
even at the actual place of 
"and no traces of a meteorite 
to the French Academy of 
scond ease, contained in the 
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of the workman in whose room the thunder ball 
| and again ascended— 
rather loud clap of thunder, but not immediately 
workman, a tailor by trade, sitting at his table 
ishing his meal, saw the paper sereen which 
he chimney, suddenly fall as if upset by a gentle puff 
a ball of fire as large as the head of an infant 
- from the chimney and travel slowly about the 
distance from the brick floor. The appearance 
l, according to the tailor, was that of a medium- 
eurled up intoa ball and moving without touch- 
loor with its feet. The fire ball appeared bright and 
minous rather than hot and burning, and the man felt no 
of heat. The ball approached his feet just as a 
ald do, which wished to play and rub itself against 
p^ the habit of these creatures; but the man 
t away and by several cautious movements, all 
as he says, very gently, he avoided contact with 
he latter appears to have remained for several 
the feet of the seated workman, who watched 
, stooping down towards it. After having tried 
xeursions in different directions, without, however, 
the middle of the room, the fire ball rose vertically 
tht of the head of the workman, who, to avoid 
touched, and at the same time to be able to 
on the meteor, sat up and threw himself back 
Having risen to about a yard from the floor, 
e ball elongated a little and proceeded obliquely 
a hole pierced in the chimney about a yard above 


sation 


| hole had been made to admit a flue of the stove, 
the workman had used during the winter. But, 
man's own expression, the thunder could not see 
was elosed by having paper pasted overit. The 
ntstraight to this hole, removed the paper with- 
ging it, and re-ascended the chimney; then, follow- 
ment of the witness, after having taken time to 
he height of the chimney “at the speed at which it 
|" that is to say, rather slowly, the globe arrived at 
af the chimney, which was at least sixty feet from 
the courtyard, produced a terrific explosion, 
red a portion of the structure of the chimney, 
he débris into the courtyard: the roofs of several 
s were broken in, but, fortunately, there was 
life. 
elling of the tailor was on the third story, at less 
: ht of the building; the upper stories were 
‘by the thunderbolt, and the movements of the 
always slow and jerky. Its light was not 
diffused no sensible heat. The ball did not 
we any tendency to follow the course of con- 
b s or to yield to currents of air. 
as" 0 October 30th, 1897, relates a perfectly analo- 
« Mm a de B. being in the country near Bourbon, 
the ground floor with the loor open, saw dur- 
fire ball enter by the door, pass slowly over 
sroach and turn round her, ‘like a cat rubbing 
its master, according to her own expression, 
to the chimney, by which it disappeared. 
oad daylight. 
t to admit the raps and the movements 
the dance of the plate of which M. André 
the Académie des Sciences, at the meet- 
nd, 18851 
une 13th, 1885, towards eight o'clock in 
at table in a room forming part of the 
se, in the north-west part of the tower ; 
a vaporous band about two yards 
from the upper edge of the wall 
ure the latter, at the same time 
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The levitation of the human body is not more inexplic- 
able than the transport of heavy masses by electricity* and 
even of living human bodies, which often do not receive any 
injury. M. Monteil, secretary of the Archæological Com- 
mittee of Morbihan, cites amongst the effects of a thunder- 
clap which occurred at Vannes on December 5th, 1876,at half 
past ten in the evening, the breaking up of a wall, the pro- 
jection to a distance of pieces of wood, and finally the 
transport of a bed-ridden invalid from his bed on the floor of 
his room to a distance of thirteen feet in spite of the faet that 
his room was at a distance of three hundred yards from the 
spot where the thunderbolt had struck. 

Daguin speaks even of people transported for twenty or 
thirty metres. 

The complete disrobing of persons struck by lightning 
and the transport of their clothes to a considerable distance 
has been frequently observed, as also the removal of the hair 
from the whole surface of the body, the tearing out of the 
tongue or of the limbs. 

In a crowd it may happen that the lightning seeks out 
certain individuals, producing no effect on the bystanders. 
Women and even certain trees appear to enjoy a peculiar 
immunity. 

There are people who have recovered the use of paralysed 
limbs after having been struck by lightning ; others, on the 
contrary, have contracted permanent paralysis. Some have 
been seen who remained frozen, so to speak, in the attitudes 
in which they had been when killed. 

As regards the phenomena of the projection of signs or of 
writing which are so often met with at psychical séances, 
and of which I myself have often been a witness with Eusapia 
Paladino, do they not possess a striking resemblance to the 
production, on the bodies of persons struck by lightning, of 
the images of surrounding objects? 

So as not to pass the limits assigned to this address, I can 
only just mention the phenomena of animal electricity ; Ido 
not speak merely of the properties of the torpedo and other 
fishes, but of the sheets of fire that are often observed sur- 
rounding certain individuals, of the attraction and repulsion 
of objects produeed by others, either of inert substances or 
of magnetic needles. Here, again, we are on the confines of 
classical physics. 

What can we say of luminous plants, plants which digest, 
walk, and aet on the compass! 

These are things much more difficult of explanation than 
the vision of somnambulists through opaque bodies. It 
would seem that the X rays should disarm the incredulous 
on this point; it is not so, however, and this is because the 
majority of the minds which have been fossilised by the 
materialistic doctrines of the official science of the middle 
of the century do not content themselves, as did their pre- 
decessors, with denying certain facts because they traverse 
their theories ; they seem seized with a sort of terror in the 
presence of all which tends to prove that there is in mana 
spiritual element destined to survive the body. 

It is, however, to this conclusion that have arrived, in the 
most diverse countries, at all periods, the men most dis- 
tinguished by their intelligence, and, I may add, by their 
character, since they have not feared to proclaim their 
belief, in spite of ridicule and often of persecution. 

After vain excursions in various directions, facts have 
brought us back to this conception of the fluidie body 
which is as old as the world. I will ask your permission to 
bring forward what is forced upon our notice in consequence 
of recent vare carried out by individuals who are 
Td das from the postulate that there is in the living 
man a BODY and a SPIRIT. 

‘It isa observation, said M. Boirac, ‘that each 
AUT to hii under double aspect. On the one 
hand, if I regard myself from without, | see in myself a 
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material mass, occupying space, mobile, and having weight, 
an object similar to those that surround me, composed of the 
same elements, subject to the same chemical and physical 
laws ; and, on the other hand, if I regard myself, so to speak, 
from within, I see a being who thinks and who feels, an 
individual who knows bimself in knowing all else, a kind of 
invisible, immaterial centre, around whom unfolds the limit- 
less ive of the universe in space and in time; 
spectator and judge of all things, which only exist, for him 
at least, so far as he brings them into relation with himself.’ 

Of the spirit we can form no conception ; all that we 
know of it is that from it proceed the phenomena of the 
will, of thought, and of sensation. 

As for the body, it is unnecessary to define it, but in it 
we distinguish two things : the animal matter (bone, flesh, 
blood, &c.), and an invisible agent which transmits to the 
spirit the sensations of the flesh and to the muscles the orders 
of the spirit. 

Intimately bound up with the organism which conceals it 
during life, it stops in most eases at. the surface of the skin, 
and escapes only by effluvia, more or less intense according 
to the individual, by the organs of sense and the most 
prominent parts of the body, such as the extremities of the 
fingers. At least that is what subjects who have acquired 
by certain processes a momentary visual hyperesthesia 
affirm strongly that they see, and which is admitted by the 
old magnetisers. It can, however, be displaced in the body 

under the influence of the will, so that the attention aug- 
ments our sensitiveness in certain directions, whilst others 
become more or less insensitive, We only see, hear or feel 


effluvium into a double, sensitive, but not yet visible t f 
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that it presents in its ensemble the same form as , 
so that it occupies the same portion of space Fen ' 
it the ‘fluidie double’ of the 
domain of positive science 
From numerous experiments, 
depend only on the testimony of the subjects, it 
that this double can re-form itself outside the liy 
ing a sufficient exteriorisation of nervous inflow, i; 


man without | 


which, INlorte, 


manner as a crystal re-forms itself in a solution whe, 
latter is sufficiently concentrated. 

'The double thus exteriorised continues to be under + 
guidance of the spirit, and obeys it with even greater farili 
asit is now less trammelled by adherence to the fesh . 
such an extent that the subject can move it and accum " t 
the material on this or that part in such a way as to rend 
that portion perceptible to the ordinary senses [i h 
that Eusapia forms the hands which are seen and felt hy th, 
spectators. 

Other experiments, less numerous, which consequently 
we should only accept with still more reserve, tend to pros 
that the exteriorised fluidic matter can be modelled und 
the influence of the will as readily as clay is modelled unde 
the hand of the sculptor. 

We may suppose that Eusapia, in consequence of her 
passage through various spirit media, has conceived in her 
imagination one, John King, with a well-marked fa 
that not only does she take his personality in her language 
but that she comes to give his form to her own fluidic body 
when she makes us feel with the Jarge hands of a man, and 
that she produces at a distance the impression, as in clay, of 
a man's head. 

But if nothing has proved to us that John existed, 
nothing has proved that he did not exist. 

Moreover, we are not alone in the world; there are 
persons whom I know personally, in whom I have the 
greatest confidence, and who report facts that can only le 
explained by the aid of temporary POR ssion of the exterior- 
ised fluidie body by an intelligent entity of unknown origin. 
Such are the materialisations of entire human bodies 
observed by Sir William Crookes with Miss Florenee Cook, 
by Mr. James Tissot with Eglinton, and by M. Aksakof 
with Madame d'Espérance. 

Well, these extraordinary phenomena, the mere statement 
of which exasperates the people who believe themselves 
scientists because they have studied more or less closely a 
few branches of the tree of science, only appear to us a 
simple extension of those which we have experienced our- 
selves, and which it is now impossible to doubt. 

We obtain, in fact, a first disengagement of the fluidic 
body in the exteriorisation of sensibility in the form of con- 
centric layers on the body of the subject; the material 
nature of the effluvium is demonstrated by this fact, that it 
is dissolved by certain substances, such as water and fat; 
but, as with scents, the diminution of the weight of the 
emitting body is, in this case, too slight to be appreciated 
by our instruments. 

The second degree is shown in the coagulation of the 
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he third, and also at the fourth degree, there is 
T ing a galvano-plastie transportation of 
body of the medium, matter 
ical body, to occupy a similar 
ub It has been certified a great 
nee, that the medium then lost 
that this weight was to be found 
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unique up to the present, is that 
ith whom the transportation took 
ba part of her own body became 
its place only the fluidic body 
n emanation ; the spectators 
nds through her, although she 
s phenomenon, pushed to its 
complete disappearance of 
ippearance in another 
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dium. What is the nature of these intelligences? 
’ of materialisation can they intervene to 
p exteriorised psychic matter? These are questions 
highest interest, which are not 
my collaborators and myself. 

[we have just said is sufficient to «how that 
of psychic phenomena depends on three distinct 


y answered, 


the 


) Physics lies the task of defining the nature of the 
force by mutual actions which may tak 2 
and the other simple forces of Nature 
nd electricity. 
oon will have to examine the actions and reactions 
force on living bodies, 
Finally we enter the domain of Spiritualism, when we 
ve to determine how the psychic force can be set to work 
ntelligences belonging to invisible entities. 
lut we know that all the phenomena of Nature pass into 
other by insensible transitions: Natura non facit 
We shall find, then, between these three great 
ill-defined frontiers where the causes will be com- 
eis one of the greatest difficulties of this class of 
; but it ought not to stop us, and I cannot better 
ethan with that courageous sentence of your illus- 
ountryman, Professor Lodge, which I always love to 
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e barrier which divides the two worlds (spiritual and 
ul) may fall gradually like many other barriers, and 
e at a higher perception of the unity of Nature. 
jilities in the universe are as infinite as its exten- 
iat we know is as nothing compared to what 
or us to know. Jf we content ourselves with the half 


per having been read and received with applause, 
in invited discussion. 

Ks T. Hurcuinson said he had had personal oppor- 
verifying many of the phenomena of luminosity 
in the paper. In one case, in Cape Town, a 
dium had come to him in some alarm, stating that a ball 
ed to have settled in his (the medium’s) hand. 
y, when the spiritual origin of the appearance 
ascertained, the luminosity became a regular 
constituting a series of signals whereby 
e given. 

RES narrated an interesting instance of the 
of luminosity in connection with psychical 
a amongst the Cornish fishermen. 

VIE Hacan-Jackson (Grand Rapids, Mich.), 
e instances in her own experience of luminous 
séances, She also cited an interesting 
diminution in physique undergone by a 
g the occurrence of phenomena transpiring 
mship. In the instance under notice, she 
ed a shrinkage in the hand of the medium 
isation, and its subsequent expansion to 
s when the phenomenon had ceased. 


then read the following paper, contributed 
Papus’), on ‘The Distinctions and Points 
Spiritism and Oceultism, first intro- 
to the audience :— 

AND POINTS OF IDENTITY 
ITISM AND OCCULTISM. 
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traditional Occultism, all occult f 
being unanimous on this point. 

From this explan 
Occultism is long and complicated, and w 
by what follows why an occultist must of n 
acquainted with Spiritism, whilst there are 
Spiritists who, so far, have been even in a position to study 
Occultism completely and impartially. 

Before approaching the differences between the two schools 
as regards the interpretation of experimental facts, let us 
glance rapidly at the philosophical and historical side. Of 
the realisation we will speak later on. 


Philosophy.—Every philosophical system comprises 
several indispensable sections which constitute its greater or 
lesser vitality. The chief of these sections are Psychology, 
Logic, Esthetics, Metaphysics, Theodicy. Let us observe 
what Spiritism and Occultism have required from each of 
them. 

In Psychology, the two schools have established the 
triune constitution of man. At the same time, Spiritism 
studies almost exclusively the intermediate principle (the 
perisprit)—with which mediumistic experiments are above 
all concerned—and it neglects the analysis of the higher 
intellectual elements of the human being, to which Occultism 
dedicates such anxious inquiries. In like manner the influ- 
ence of different nutriments, of certain stimulants, and of 
respiratory rhythm on the astral body and on the spirit, as 
also the deductions concerning the correspondence of Psy- 
chology with its external forms (the arts termed divinatory ), 
belong exclusively to the domain of Occultism. As we shall 
see later on, this is owing to the fact that our actual Spiritism 
formed in antiquity only a small section of Necromancy, 
which was itself a division of the Mathesis. 

In Logic, Spiritism follows the inductive method of most 
contemporary sciences, To this method occultists add 
deduction, and yet another method which is peculiar to 
them almost exclusively, namely, Analogy. In all ages and 
in all civilisations this method has characterised Occultism. 

In -Estheties, Spiritism has not so far received applica- 
tions derived from any method special to itself, while 
Occultism has followed, also from all antiquity, in the 
ous applieations of symbolism, the adaptation of 


vario! 
sip, to the psychological and moral sciences. 
Occultism alone offers for our study both the keys of 


ous symbolism and those of the initiatory symbolisms 
ernities. 
` S pipoa loudly the very great value 
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Kardec, more especially in France, has directed all the 
efforts of its philosophers to the moral consequences of the 
doctrine of re-inearnation, and it is right to recognise the 
deserved progress which this course has obtained for 
Spiritism among the Latin peoples. 

The metaphysics of Spiritism do not merit, unfortunately, 

the same eulogium. Abandoning almost entirely the pro- 
found study of the principles, it confines itself, even. in its 
most instructed writers, among whom M. Gabriel Delanne 
occupies one of the highest places, to the investigation of 
the secondary laws of transformation and evolution, without 
approaching either the Divine plan or the spiritual forces 
active in Nature. The same absence of metaphysical 
researches prompts many Spiritist writers to dispute or deny 
the traditional teachings of the Kabbalah as to the spiritual 
essences below man, operating on all the planes of Nature ; 
in other words, the beings termed ‘spirits of the elements,’ 
or ‘elementals.’ The methods of experiment and of control 
in Spiritism are still too remote from the minuti» and 
mysteries of the labours of old Rosierueians, directed 
specially towards these researches, to permit a personal 
opinion on this question being formed by the present genera- 
tion. We must wait for the hour to strike which shall usher 
in the revelation of these methods before we can look for 
their introduction in spirit circles, 

Like Metaphysies, Theodicy, which constitutes the most 
important working basis for Mysties of the Occultist school, 
is a dead letter for almost the whole of Spiritist writers. 

Tosum up, we see that the analysis of Spiritism, so far as 
regards philosophy, corroborates the instructions of history, 
by showing that it deals with a section, intrinsically experi- 
mental, of an antique synthesis, restored by Allan Kardec 
and his successors, taking Ethics for the basis, but most 
incomplete from the standpoint of Metaphysics, Æsthetics 
and Theodicy. 

By the admission even of its adversaries, Occultism forms 
a system which is absolutely complete, wherein all is closely 
united, from the analogical and numerical method to 
Theodicy itself. 

For this reason a slight course of reading, and a few ex- 
periments with reliable mediums, will furnish speedily an 
acquaintance with Spiritism, whilst schools of Occultism 
demand many years for the formation of a really capable 
member. 

History.—As already stated, what is to-day termed 

— Spiritism formed, in the initiatory instructions of the old 
a mere section of Psychurgy, or the science of souls. 
all sciences of antiquity, this section comprised a 
a cal part, a symbolical part, and a practical part; the 

j case, was termed Necromancy, 
of Magic 
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presence of a real ‘spirit’ by eliminating all other posit], 
causes, and not merely by a proof of identity which j 
exclusively sentimental, 

Not only do oecultists admit the 
understood by Spiritists, but they have confirmed experi 
mentally the presence, in the invisible plane of Nature, of 
spiritual entities far different from those, and of varion 


‘spirits,’ as they Ai 
l y an 


classes. This connects with the different modes of experi. 
ment employed by different schools. 
Jut while dwelling on the question of spirits, as under 


stood by Spiritists, let us register the qualification which 
follows. 

The question of ‘spirits,’ as they are 
oceultists, has been in many cases badly presented. 

Fromall antiquity Occultism has recognised the possibility 
of communication between the living and the spirits of the 
departed. The accounts of evocation which appear in the 
Bible and those described by Homer are not poetical fictions 
but actually the echoes of the antique mysteries. Evocation 
by the ritual of Occultism is, however, surrounded by mani 
fold precautions and must never be confounded with the 
elementary practices of Typtology. 

While the oceultist admits the entire possibility of com- 
munication with spirits, he restricts the real facts of such 
communication to certain clearly determined cases, and he 
refers to magnetism ; to reading, on the part of consultants, 
in the astral aura ; and finally to the action of the individual 
and collective entities of the astral, all those naive or ridi 
culous messages signed by great names of history, and all 
those sentimental instructions which offer nothing that is 
really new. 

Each phenomenon cited by every school whatsoever is 
analysed carefully, and it is by elimination that the real 
action of aspirit is affirmed by the occultist. It is this rigour 
in analysis which has caused certain Spiritist writers to 
believe that Occultism denies of set purpose the possibility of 
communications passing between one plane of existence and 
another. The truth is entirely otherwise : far from denying 
the reality of spiritual beings, Occultism admits, on the con: 
trary, a host of categories of existences of this kind, and 
thence comes the impossibility of being an occultist without 
having a knowledge of Spiritism, whilst the sole acquaint- 
ance with Occultism possessed by many Spiritists consists in 
erroneous or fantastic notions. 

It is the same with mediums, whom we regard as exceed- 

ingly feeble instruments, as much open to the action of the 
sitters as to that of invisible beings of any class. Fraud 
among mediums is frequent, but on most occasions they are 
irresponsible, for they act under the impulsion of outside 
forces. This ix one of the reasons why hypnotists, who are 
generally materialists, knowing nothing of occult forces, 
obtain only fraudulent phenomena or childish experiences 
with mediums, A Spiritist with a few years of practical 
knowledge knows far more in the matter of psychology than 
the most pretentious of these same hypnotists, who must be 
relegated to their true place as the schoolboys of the psychic 
laboratories in which they would lay down the law, 
The reactions of Nature's invisible plane upon the 
visible or physical plane multiply with great rapidity in 
these last days, and we have had occasion to study to the 
best of our ability, the Seeress of the Rue de Paradis, the 
phenomena of Tilly sur-Seulles, and the haunted house of 
-en-Brie, It may be useful in this connection to 
nethods of investigation practised by occul- 
í ! with facts of this order. 
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h places her far above profane criticism ; but 


void, like the plague, the rash conclusions of 
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tes’ examination cry out, ‘It is a 
hat a conclusion so formulated 
than that of the magistrate 
a rogue, Both judgments are 
ue method of Occultism, which 
mute, and exceedingly detailed 
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ong other affirmations the occult tradition lays down 
very motion of objects without contact is accompanied 
eexteriorisation of the astral body, witha proportional 
“action on the medium. The work of M. de Rochas on the 
‘ixteriorisation of Motricity’ is a complete confirmation of 
struction. 
A Qceultism has theories, which are altogether special to 
gelf, on astral substance and astral images, on ele mentals, 
their action in the production of Lining ideas, So rash 
y theories seemed to the non-initiated that, while 
they have plundered boldly all that refers to the astral body 
to reincarnation in occult tradition, they have left 
untouched that part of it which is concerned with the 
wtral light. All the same, these //ning ideas can be photo- 
and, over and above the researches of Dr. Baraduc, 
scientists have succeeded in obtaining, on their nega- 
images beheld in dream, and that in open day, by focus- 
the lens on a person in the state of sleep and dream. 
is yet another confirmation of the theory of ‘astral 


occultist may then undertake without fear his 
eches into the unknown ; he possesses a tradition and a 
method by which he can always act certainly, supposing he 
ercises prudence in his procedure. 
- Let us now summarise rapidly the chief rules which should 
allowed in the study of a given phenomenon. 
. In the first place, ascertain carefully whether the 
urrenee on which you are called to pronounce is an actual 
r of fact. 
2, Once the certainty of the fact has been duly established, 
mine whether it is the product of a known physical force. 
for example, many creakings of furniture are attributed to 
pirits’ which are due to the hygrometric tension of the 
d to variations in that tension. 
Having determined clearly that the fact is not due only 
own physical forces, ascertain, with equal clearness, the 
if any, played by such forces in the production of the 
omenon, however small it may be. 
4. You now approach the first delicate point, the dis- 
overy of the human being whose astral force is utilised, 
consciously or unconsciously, in the production of the 
iomenon, 
ording to tradition, God acts on the astral plane by 
His angels, and on the physical plane by means of human 
be Rare exceptions set aside, a human being is always 
wd, consciously or otherwise, in the occurrence. 
ld that being not become apparent at the first 
, proceed by elimination, and, by setting successively 
ose on Whom the phenomenon does not depend, you 
cover the possible subject or subjects. 
nee and attention must be redoubled in the next 
ou now come to the distressing problem of fraud. 
the waking and conscious state; fraud in the 
unconscious state ; but still fraud all the same, 
point over which profane judges stumble almost 
and it is here also that the occultist must 
iewed care. 
n the assistance of clairvoyants, if such be at hand ; 
pnotic receptivity of the subjects. Finally, in 
haunted houses, strew the spot wherein the 
a occur with sawdust or flour, and observe the 
ange which takes place. 
ver forget the reaction of conditions on the 
ember that certain facts may be a mixture 
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ve set aside fraud and are convinced of the 
of the occurrences, you may go further, 
termine the relations between phenomenon and 
n whether each fact that is produced does 
h a diminution of force in the subject, 
ion of some of his muscles, and so forth; 
nection of the fact with the exteriori- 
of the patient. 

f instances you will pause at this 

the given phenomena, though 
simply and solely due to theastral 

are som dn which 
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influence, invisible and foreign to the subject, which avails 
itself of the psychic force placed at its disposal. 
This influence may be 

(a) An elemental dynamised by a desire, fear, or 
remorse, in the subject. 

(4) An elemental created by the will of another 
person. Of such are the phenomena of be- 
witehment. 

(c) An elementary in relationship with the subject. 

(4) In some cases the interference of ‘astral images’ 
may of itself account for the occurrences, 

(e) When several of these influences appear to be 
operating, the point should be noted, for a 
psychical phenomenon may be composite, like a 
chemical body, and analysis should follow the 


du, 
ur to record the facts by 
member that a 


same rules in eithe 
9. Wherever possible, end 
mechanical registration and photograph; 
sensitive plate can always receive impressions from the 
astral plane, Photography is really the touchstone of the 
astral, 
10. When your report is finished refer to occult li 
for cases parallel to the phenomenon with which you have 


erature 


been dealing. 

11. We now come to the deseription of the fact for the 
information of the outer world. Here very great pradence 
is requisite. Each person must follow his own course, but 
on our part we recommend the following rules : 

(a) Never propound the theory to the unitiated, or at 
least restrict it to so much of the theory as may 
be indispensable to the oceult exposition of the 


phenomenon. 

(b) In matters of discussion, treat the uninitiated as 
unitiated. and keep silent rather. than enlarge 
upon the details of operation, which would 
seem grotesque to materialists and ordinary 
critics. 

(c) On the other hand, lay stress upon the analysis of 
the phenomenon and on its reality ; anticipate 
the objections of the ignorant and discuss them 
always with great care, 

These rules might be further elaborated, but it is 
sufficient for the moment to sketch the broad outlines by 
which the true oceultist will be assisted to act with coolness 
and prudence. 

The methods of realisation pursued by occultists ave 
again very different from those in vogue amongst Spiritists. 
In effect, the latter look for the propagation of their ideas 
by means of individual experience guided by special books 
and journals, and are, therefore, not in need of hierarchic 
centres. On the contrary, each experimenter, each little 
group, prefers autonomy, and their fusion can only take 
place by the federation, usually temporary, of a number of 
isolated groups and small societies. 

The varied and technical studies which occult Science 
necessitates, the urgency of finding at every step a more 
advanced learner or a competent master, outside even the 
exigencies of preserving the oral tradition, have compelled 
the constitution of occult societies under the form of 
centralised and hierarchic groups and lodges. The hierarchy 
of different titles is consecrated, among serious fraternities, 
by examination, and never by wealth; all grades being 
gratuitous and equally accessible to poor and rich. Hence 
a great occult society is a body well disciplined and able to 
realise with rapidity and vigour any given action on the 


outside. 4 
We find, then, that there is no centralising Spiritist 


association, composed of delegates, groups, lodges, in all 
countries, acting under a single direction, under the 
impulsion of a central supreme council, as is the case, for 
example, with the Martinist Order. 

Further, the great occult societies can federate among 
themselves on the general and common ground of pure 
altruism and ideality. Such a federation was realised in 1597 
under the title of ‘The Universal Idealist Union, and it 
groups 30,000 minds of all countries. 

Occultists and Spiritists have one field of realisation 


where ean always unite fraternally and join forces ; 


in the Spiritualist Congress, as, indeed, in all 
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other reunions eonvened to eombat Atheism and Materialism. 
In such cases, oceultists, in no niggard spirit, will ever offer 
their concurrence, their services, and their discipline as a 
powerful factor in the success of the congresses. 

But figures are stronger than words, and we cannot 
better terminate this exposition than by enumerating the 
present strength of one society, Martinism :— 


Martinis? ORDER. 
Taste or Martinist Formations IN Maren, 1898. 
State and Nae of the Order since March, 1897. 


d ] 
E Noof ! Noof | 


Countries. | Formations | Formations | Progress. 
in 1897. | in 1898. 
Evrore— | 
Frame — - | 7 o3 | 30 
lgum ... = 3 3 1 
Germany . | 1 3 | 2 
Denmark . B OF 1 1 1 
Spain. m | 2 | 3 1 
Pay — . | 3 8 6 
Bohemia i 1 1 0 
Switzerland. ; : 0 | 2 2 
Haland 2s) a 0 1 1 
Sweden... AHR. 0 | 9 9 
Roumania .. 0 1 1 
Ussia — ... o1 2 2 
England . ; 0 2 2 
SIA— 
Tonquin . bss s 0 2 2 
B7] 1 | 1 | 
t à E | 0 
TuS - | 1 0 
AMERICA— 
United States... ane) 17 36 19 
Havana ... TV 0 1 1 
Columbia .. TEUTA 1 1 0 
Guatemala - 1 | 1 0 
Argentine Republic 4 aeo 7 3 


i 


New formations in one year, 73. New countries opened to 
Martinism, 9. 


It would encroach too far on the valuable time of this 
Congress to do more than sketch rapidly so vast a subject 
as that of this communication. We have sought, above all, 
to demonstrate that, wheresoever there is any question of 
combating Materialism and Atheism, all Spiritualists of all 
schools indifferently will be found united. 

And seeing that occultists are organised on the hierarchic 
plan, while Spiritists are grouped by federations, their true 
field of union is the International Congress. Itis there that 
we must seek the true cause of the success which attended 
the Paris Congress of 1889, and there also the explanation 
of those successive defeats which have attended reunions 
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ETGT [July 2, 189, 


corresponded exactly with the definition of the pe risprit li 
Allan Kardee. The oceultists, however, believed in gp, 
eventual dissolution of the astral body as the spirit pr, 
gressed, while the followers of Allan Kardec affirmed the 
permanence of the perisprit from one incarnation N 
another. 

Mrs. Cora L. V. RienwoNp said she was sure that jj 
present had been greatly pleased with the paper of p, 
Encausse The subject, however, related to the distinction 
between Spiritism and Occultism. Spiritism, however, wa, 
the work of Allan Kardec, while Occultism had been defineg 
as representing the mysticism of all ages. This, of course, 
could have little to do with the Spiritualism of Europe and 
America. The Spiritualism of America, for instance, was 
not the Spiritism of Kardec. Therefore, while a number of 
Spiritualists were familiar with the Spiritism of Kardec, they 
(the audience) were unenlightened as to the resemblances 
between Spiritualism and Occultism, or the differences 
between them. She held that Spirituatism conserved al] 
that was valuable in the mysticism of the past ; and that it 
interpreted many of those subjects which had previously 
been confined to the recluse and the caves and lodges of the 
mystics. (Applause.) The medium of the Spiritualists, whether 
subject to external or interior influences, produced that 
which it required years of preparation for the occultists to 
produce. It was a plea for Spiritualism that she wished to 
offer, and not for Spiritism. (Applause.) 

Dn. Excausse, in reply, said it was true that Spiritualism, 
as Mrs. Richmond had described it, was not the subject of 
his paper, and the distinction she had made between 
Spiritualism and Spiritism was a correct one. Mrs. Rich- 
mond had, however, confused the occultists and the mystics, 
Here Dr. Encausse drew a line of distinction between the 
two, which, in essence, may be described as a statement that 
the oceultists are scientific experimenters, while the mystics 
are speculative philosophers. The occultists had always been 
Platonists and Neo-Platonists. But in a general sense we 
were all Spiritualists in the nineteenth century. (Applause,) 
Tt would need a volume to explain the points of difference 
between the two schools of Occultism and Spiritualism. His 
paper had only been intended to indicate the points of differ- 
ence between Kardecists and occultists. 

Dr. Berks HurcnrNsoN deprecated the indiscriminate 
use of the term occultist, contending that the phrases 
Oceultist, Mystic, Theosophist, Spiritualist, were in their 
highest sense all interchangeable. He was understood to 
condemn certain phases of Occultism. 

Dr. Excausse, in reply, said that the charge of practis- 
ing black magie had been levelled against occultists in 
France by the Roman Catholic Church, which, however, had 
included the Spiritualists in its condemnation. He 
advocated unity between all schools of psychical thought in 
the face of the common enemies, scepticism and materialism. 
(Applause) 

Mr. Tuomson took exception to the tenor of the two 
papers which had been read at this meeting on the ground 
9f their einiewe character. To his mind the philosophy of 

so simple and easy to be understood that it 
cult explanations of the kind which 

the central fact of the continuity 
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the sincere sympathy of the meeting with Mr. Stead, 
n earnest hope for his speedy and complete recovery. 
he proceedings then terminated. 


At the evening meeting Dr. J. M. PkkBLES took the 
ir. In the course of his opening remarks he said they 
all present as seekers after truth, They wanted the 
th in regard to man’s origin, man’s nature, his powers of 
foldment, and especially in regard to the life beyond. But 
ile they all sought the truth they could not all see it pre- 
y alike. Truth never changed, but our perceptions of it 
d as we unfolded in knowledge and capacity. In 
usion, Dr. Peebles said that as he preferred to be 
D on the audience, in order to have the privilege of 
asking questions, he had decided to surrender the chair to 
his friend, Mr. J. J. Morse. (Laughter.) 
Ces J.J. Morse, in smiling response to this unexpected 
tation, then came forward and occupied the chair during 
he remainder of the meeting, after which 
— Mn. W. J. Luckine read the following paper on the 
‘Doctrine of Successive Lives, by M. Gabriel Delanne, 
g previously introduced the author of the paper to the 
udience ;— 


STUDY IN THE DOCTRINE OF SUCCESSIVE 
LIVES. 


Bv M. GABRIEL DELANNE, 
ate of the Propaganda Committee appointed by the 
Congress of 1889 ; Delegate of the French Section of the 
BUniversal Spiritist Federation ; Delegate of the Spiritist 
eration of Lyons; Delegate of the International 
dec Union. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, — Permit me in the first place, and 
e name of the Propaganda Committee appointed by the 
wess Of 1889, in the name of the French Section of the 
Spiritist Federation, in the name of the Spiritist 
ition of Lyons, and in the name of the International 
Union, to offer you, as their delegate, the fraternal 
of these societies, with the assurance of their 
le devotion to the great cause which has here 
ht together the representatives of the entire world. 
the Congresses of Brussels, Barcelona, and Paris, 
London affirms the ever-inereasing vitality of 
alism. In this year of the Jubilee it is gratifying to 
that the little plant, germinated at Hydesville, has 
vast tree ramifying through all nations. This cen- 
h has seen such amazing progress in all branches 
4, Will be most signalised by future ages for one 
s discovery—the experimental demonstration of 
y and immortality of the soul. 
the ameliorated conditions of their existence a 
s fills the modern peoples ; they are profoundly 
the subsidence of old beliefs, crumbling under the 
lows of science, while positive scientific dis- 
created a new ideal which finds satisfaction no 
in the antiquated forms of a religion now eighteen 
. It is for us to oppose the deceitful chimeras 
m, to show that religious teachings were not 
se, that man, by a profound intuition, has ever 
rtal nature, has ever heard in his conscience 
or less enfeebled, of the principles of eternal 
In vain do men seek to make a tabula rasa 
re can be no solid structure without immor- 
A precise knowledge of moral law, 
as its sanction, is the sole etlicacious 
ions. There is a hygiene of the soul no 
o its happiness than are the prescriptions 
e E Contemporary materialism has 
oral basis in the relations of men 
arity is meaningless to the egoist, 
m and indifference s met among 
hatred of the privi leged classes, 
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healing balm for all such wounds as well as the solution of 
the enigma of life, and the arms with which we are equipped 
pre-assure our final triumph. 
The past answers for the future. Spiritism has grown up 
under the cross fires of raillery, sareasm,outrage and calumny; 
its phenomena have been ascribed to imposture and its 
revelations regarded as vapouring. But we have passed the 
first mile-stones, the scene has changed; every where scientific 
investigators have undertaken long and minute researches, 
while the hostile spirit which mostly actuated them at first 
has made their conversion more brilliant. We possess now 
hundreds of testimonies emanating from the highest authori- 
ties in the world of learning. The names of Alfred Russel 
Wallace and of Crookes are inscribed already in the 
'antheon of contemporary science, Nor must we forget the 
convinced apostles of the earlier time— Robert Hare, Mapes, 
Judge Edmonds, Robert Dale-Owen, in the New World; 
De Morgan, Varley, Stainton Moses, in England; whose 
researches have aided our studies and armed us in our 
polemics with adversaries. 

In Germany, the astronomer Zollner and professors like 
Weber, Schreibner, Fechner, Vbrier, have atlirmed the facts 
categorically. In Russia, Aksakof still champions valiantly 
the cause of Spiritism. Italy has ever had fervent adepts, 
and now counts Volpi and Faleomer among them, while 
celebrities like Lombroso and Schiapparelli have been con- 
vinced of the reality of the manifestations. The Spiritists 
in Spain are legion, and Professor Otéro, a furious Material- 
ist, according to his own expression, was forced to yield to 
the evidence. In French-speaking countries, the Spiritist 
school includes such writers as Léon Denis, Chaigneau, 
Metzger, Gardy, Bouvéry, Paul Grendel, Dr. Moutin, Dr. 
Chazerain, Dr. Dupouy, and Dr. Dusart. 

Camille Flammarion, Dr. Gibier, Dr. 
Colonel de Rochas, are warring against ignorance and pre- 
judice. But in France, before all others, one illustrious man 
must be cited, whose work is of preponderant importance 
in the Romance countries. I refer to Allan Kardec. It 
was in 1855 that this profound and erudite thinker was 
drawn to study the phenomena of Spiritism. His sagacious 
mind soon discovered the positive side of strange manifesta- 
tions which enabled him to establish communication with 
the souls which have gone before us into the beyond. Com- 
prehending the enormous import of the facts, after two 
years of study he published ‘The Spirits’ Book,’ which was 
followed by ‘The Mediums’ Book, * Heaven and Hell, the 

Gospel According to Spiritism, and ‘Genesis. The clear 
and logical doctrine expounded in these works has been 
adopted by the majority of adepts. It is a combination and 
co-ordination of materials derived from many centres of 
study, a winnowing of the teachings furnished by all grades 
of spirits, and formed into a homogeneous whole to attain a 
comprehensive knowledge of the invisible world. Such was 
the great task accomplished by Allan Kardee, and his name, 
already venerated in many lands, will be revered everywhere 
when all the grandeur of his philosophical instruction comes 
to be understood. 

In accordance with the wise methods laid down by him, 
I propose to consider a theory which rests on facts estab- 
lished by experiment and supported by the hypothesis of 
evolution; it is that of successive lives. 

Lam not unaware that this question has been hotly debated, 
and divides Spiritists into two camps; such divergence is 
not, however, fundamental.  Spiritists of the Latin race 
admit that the soul may live in space or re-inearnate in 
other worlds when purified sutliciently to deserve this 
progress, while Anglo-Saxon Spiritists do not generally allow 
the possibility of return to earth, but believe in immediate 
progression. Since ve-incarnation is, therefore, the belief 
adopted by some millions of adepts, it has been deemed 
urgent by those whom I represent that the attention of the 
Congress should be called to this most important point. 

THE HUMAN SOUL, 

It is useful to have fixed ideas on the manner in which 
we should regard the soul. The consequences which follow 
on defining it as an ideal entity outside space and time, or, 
alternatively, as in some sense dependent on these condi- 
tions, are seriously different. The experimental researches 
of contemporary psychologists have in no way impeached 
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the unity of the soul, proclaimed by ancient philosophy, MI 
such novel terms as disaggregation of personality, alteration 
of personality, unconscious or sub-eon sious somnambulistic 
personality, apply to phenomena designed to demonstrate 
that the unity of the Ego is an illusion: but this view is 
destroyed by the fact of Spiritism. The thinking being is 
not a resultant of organism, for it persists after the disin 
tegration of the body and demonstrates the conservation of 
its faculties, which are therefore independent of the tleshly 
envelope. How it can reveal itself to us when it no longer 
possesses an instrument to act on the physical world is the 
point which explains the incredulity which Spiritualism has 
experienced from its inception. The spirits themselves have 
undertaken to explain it by saving that they possess an 
ethereal body, which is for them no less real than is our 
physical part for us. This is not a new conception, but oue 
of the highest antiquity. It is the Linga Sharira of the 
Hindoos, the Bai of the Egyptians, the Hebrew Nephesh, 
the Greek Ochema, the spiritual body of St. Paul, the aromal 
body of Fourier, the astral of occultists, and finally the 
perisprit of French Spiritists. Its existence seems established 
indubitably by the evidence of spirits, the declarations of 
somnambulists and seeing mediums, and by the phenomena 
of spirit photography and the casts of materialised forms. 
It is, indeed, impossible to conceive a soul without a body to 
individualise it : it cannot be totally set free from conditions 
of space and time without ceasing to exist. Now the exist- 
ence of a fluidic, indestructible envelope, conserving individ- 
uality, is the basis of the theory of successive lives, and it is 
my conviction that thirty years of research have lifted this 
question from the domain of speculation into that of know- 
ledge. To sustain my point of view it seems necessary to 
establish :— 

1. That the human soul is clothed during its earthly 
passage with an invisible envelope called perisprit, from 
pert=around and spirifus— spirit. 

2. That after death this envelope is not destroyed. 

3. That the study of the properties of this spiritual body 
force us to conclude that the soul is preexistent to its birth. 

4. That on earth alone can this evolution take place. 


REDUPLICATION OF THE HUMAN BEING. 


Our official science denies absolutely the individual 
existence of the soul, but it is only by wilful neglect of 
undeniable facts that materialists can reach such a conclu- 
sion. If soul be a function of brain, it cannot be separated 
from the organism. If it be established that the soul does 
come out of the bedy, its independent existence is also 
demonstrated. Now, this phenomenon of reduplieation is 
mot only possible but relatively quite frequent. Apparitions 
of the living being referable to a biological law have been 
observed in all times, but it was not till the appearance of 
the remarkable works of the London Society for Psychical 
Research that they became absolutely incontestable. The 
term hallucination, chosen by the authors of ‘ Phantasms of 
the Living,’ indicates clearly their opinion that we are in the 


E of purely psychical phenomena, but this theory 
= s not cover all the facts. Certain lasses of phenomena 
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strate its reality, by transmission of impressions to 

distance, by various actions on matter, by the partin) 
objectivation of its substantiality (proved. by photography, 
and by total objectivation and intellectual manifestation, ° 


EXISTENCE OF THE SOUL AND THE PERISPRIT AFTER DEATH 


Apparitions of the living and the dead offer absolut, 
analogy in theit manifestations, The phantom of a man j, 
almost always indistinguishable from that of a disembodiey 
spirit, as regards physical characteristics. This identity 
demonstrates the continuity of animistic action on earth any 
in space. Now, if we admit the oceasional telepathic action 
of a living being, such action is impossible on the part of ong 
who is dead, unless, at least, we admit his survival. Here aly, 
we are not always dealing with veridie hallucinations ; the 
apparition is often objective and open to the same confirma 
tions as the phantoms of the living. But if the manifestation, 
of a deceased person are identical with those of a living, it 
must be admitted that the soul is not destroyed like the body, 
and that it has preserved the same substantiality as on 
earth. Spiritist literature abounds in evidence of thes 
manifestations, and, as in some instances they are seen with 
out being aware of it themselves, it follows that the form, 
under which they appear are not due to an act of their will 
but that naturally, and without intervention on their part, 
they subsist under a form like that which they possessed 
here below. There are, however, some cases in which the 
apparition ehanges form and aspect, which is due to the 
elastieity of the supra-material envelope modifiable by the 
power of the will. This fact is attested by the phenomena 
of materialisation and spirit photography. In a word, itis 
established that the fluidic envelope which manifests objec- 
tively contains the organic plan of a living being, even to 
the smallest details. As to the nature of its substantiality, 
this is outside our inquiry, and hence we adopt the term 
‘perisprit, because it assumes nothing. It is certain only 
that the perisprit is not a product of the physical body since 
it can detach itself during life, survives material dissolution, 
and contains after death the organogenic laws which permit 
at any moment the reconstitution of a human being. In 
materialisation séances, we assist at a temporary and 
abnormal incarnation ; possibly an analogous occurrence 
is produced naturally when each one of us comes into the 
world. 


THE HUMAN BEING. 

Since the soul is absolutely distinct from the body, and 
survives it, it must be pre-existent to birth, for parents— 
like the medium during materialisation—furnish only the 
vital energy and material which will serve to constitute the 

l edifice. This view is confirmed by the observation 
of phenomena, which take place during the whole course of 
existence in living beings; by the physiological evidence of 
a directing idea in the embryo, which is developed and 
manifested by organisation; and by the perpetuation of like- 
ness through all changes from childhood to declining age. 
If there were not within us some fixed and stable mould, we 

omprehend how the fleshly envelope should 
pe amidst the continual flux of matter 
Evolution takes place continually, 
preseribed by the form, regarded 
leenles, in other words, what 
this type is shown outside the 
O question the reality of 
na of Spiritism are undeniable 
soul, independent of fleshly 
hang drapery, a flux which 
it is materialised for a moment. 
rm that we find after death 
ly, it was pr t 
Mini when life 
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of existence. Thus the soul, perisprit, and vital 
fore are indispensable factors of every animate being 
"m animal, or plant. 

‘As we know that after death the soul conserves the 
remembrance of earthly events, and that such memory sup- 
pose a kind of substantiality ; as we know also that the 

tis normally invisible, imponderable, amd indestrue- 

üble, it ix this, therefore, which is the guardian of memory. 
life all sensations traverse it to reach the conscious 

tall intellectual operations leave their trace thereon, 

i perisprit registers the successive modifications whieh it 
Trim and, being permanent, all the sensations, 
ts, and volitions of the being during terrestrial life 

d therein. It registers millions of impressions, 
i are indelibly conserved, as is proved by some hypnotic 

1 subjects, in whom all the phases of their anterior life can be 
. awakened successively. Thus the soul, from the moment of 
birth, creates an immense reserve of sensations, volitions, 
l thoughts, and their storehouse is the perisprit. There 
these acquisitions are inscribed ; they co-exist without 
Tring confounded, and constitute the living library of every 
sentient being. 

"The purpose of magnetic experiments is to disengage the 
id perisprit from the body, that is, to enable the peri- 
to resume part of its natural vibratory movement. All 
ions perceived during this liberation are also registered 
the perisprit, but with a different vibratory tonus from that 
ormal existence. A second memory is thus constituted, 
as its minima of time and duration are unlike those of 
y life, the subject cannot, when awakened, remember 
psychic events occurring in the somnambulistie state. 
ee of disengagement is not, however, the same in all 
, and the memory is extended in proportion to the 
mentation of the perisprital movement. It is not, there- 
y to explain the various states of consciousness 
ing different personalities unknown one to another. 
ys the same individuality which manifests. If I 
permitted to borrow a term from chemical science, 
[say that the several supposed somnambulistie per- 

were isomeric states of the individuality. 

ANIMISTIC EVOLUTION, 
ve established that the soul is indissolubly attached 
tiality which contains, under the form of move- 
equisitions of its intellectual life and all auto- 
anism of vegetative and organic life. It is time 
whence it comes and how it has obtained its 
operties. Theological notions on this subject 
uced under two heals—that at every conception 
ted specially for the body in course of produc- 
rnatively, that all souls issue from the first 
bodies, and are propagated in the same manner, 
neration. Reason itself seems to reject the idea 
can be engendered ; but if not, it must be pre- 
h, in which ease the fact that it has once 
moves all logical objection to the possibility 
so many times. If, therefore, we find in 
uous hierarchy in living beings, nothing 
“supposing that the soul has climbed all 
ob's ladder. 
[tains a completed state without passing 
‘stages, and the human mind has probably 
“process of successive development, 
the being with new properties but to 
those which it contains potentially. 
ible to make man a creature 
lom, bat between animals and 
sible to find the sharp demareation 
h. In all living beings protoplasm is 
life. Whatsoever is organised is con- 
whieh clothes protoplasm, Że, the 
lules engenders the tissues 
h the exact 
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living beings are derived from one another by reproduction 

No, also, there is absolute continuity between all geological 
periods. All manifestations of intelligence, active or latent, 
from the simple primitive retlexes to the highest modalities 
of psychic activity, occur among living beings with a 
gradation increasing by imperceptible degrees from the 
monad to man, We are even compelled, logically, to seek in 
the vegetable kingdom the beginnings of animistic evolu 
tion, for the form assumed and preserved during their life 
by plants implies the presence of a double perisprital 
presiding over the modifications and maintaining fixity of 
type. There is, in fact, one thing among living beings which 
is inexplicable by physical, chemical, or mechanical laws, 
and that is the form which they assume. Our observations 
also lead us to think that the plastic force which builds their 
structural plan and functional type does not reside in the 
mobile, fluidic, and unstable combination of the physical 
body. 

PASSAGE OF THE INTELLIGENT PRINCIPLE 

CHANNEL. 

Amongst the innumerable multitudes of inferior organ- 
isms the animistic principle exists only in the impersonal 
state, the nervous system being not as yet differentiated; the 
beings are blind, deaf, dumb, like the zoophytes ; but so soon 
as it appears in the annelata, it begins tospecify the common 
properties, and differentiation is produced by the formation 
of sensorial organs. As the importance of the nervous 
system increases, the instinctive manifestations, once limited 
to the quest of food, diversify and present an ever-extending 
complexity. The progression of the encephalous is con- 
tinuous, though not in a single right line. We shall not, 
therefore, be surprised to discover in the vertebrates the 
outline of that which hereafter will be the human soul. We 
must not expect intelligence or sentiments comparable to 
those of man ; but if animistic evolution be true, we must 
find the germ of these faculties. As a fact, we remark atten 
tion, judgment, memory, imagination, reasoning, language 
of gesture and voice, in the intellectual order, and in that of 
the sentiments, conjugal love, maternal love, occasionally 
love of neighbours, with sympathy, hatred, desire of venge- 
ance, and sensitiveness to ridicule. The existence of moral 
sentiments, though rudimentary, is occasionally observed in 
the manifestations of some notion of justice, injustice, and 
remorse. Finally, the social sentiments are exhibited among 
gregarious animals by mutual assistance, solidarity, and even 
veritable fraternity. 

This marvellous enchainment of natural forms, these ever- 
increasing manifestations of intelligence as we rise in the 
hierarchy of living beings, do not prove, it may be said, that 
it is the same individual principle which evolves through all 
these organisms. 

To establish the probability that the soul has passed 
through the animal series, our organic evidence is needed, 
and this, I think, is found in the embryo’s abridged repro- 
duction of the whole ancestral evolution of its race, Since 
the perisprit precedes and is distinct from the body o^ 
which it is the direeting idea, if it be obliged to pass 
rapidly at the ineeption of its fetal life throuzh the series 
of inferior organisms, this is because it contains their 
mechanisms, which also it can only have acquired by very 
numerous earthly incarnations in each of the inferior 
embranchments, 

The entire animal kingdom, living and fossilised, pre- 
sents the same phenomena as the embryonic evolution of 
the being which, starting from the cellule, completes its 
organisation by legrees and rises slowly to the point occupied 
hy the two beings which have begotten it. This evolution is 
shown equally in the animal chain of which remnants are 
preserved in the geological strata, The most ancient con- 
tain only vertebrates and fishes; reptiles, birds and 
mammifers appear successively in their hierarchie order, and 
man, finally, erowns here below this ascending series, which 
goes on, as we are now convinced, into the depths of the 
infinite. 


INTO THR ANIMAL 


REMINISCENCES IN. ANIMALS, 


de Luira explains the instinctive and un- 
Di h which some inoffensive animals in- 
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used as litter in a stable, the horses are seized with insane 
terror, though neither they nor their ancestors for in 
numerable generations have had any personal experi- 
ence of danger in connection with wild beasts. 
Reminiscences of this kind can, however, belong only to 
the spirit. The living material of the horse could not 
experience the impression, for the substance of 
the physical body of his progenitors has been renewed 
thousands of times. But if we suppose an intellectual 
principle in the animal individualised by the perisprit 
wherein the instincts and sensations are stored, and 
that the memory arises from the awakening of these 
instincts and sensations, all becomes clear and com- 
prehensible It would be interesting to establish ex- 
perimentally the substantiality of the animal soul by 
reduplications during life or conservation of form after 
death. There are certain facts which seem to confirm the 


HUMAN REINCARNATION. 
Assuming that the soul has dwelt on earth prior to cor- 
poreal birth, why does the memory of anterior lives not 
exist in all of us? It is because the conditions which pre- 
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ing at once improvised gifts ; to Sebastian Bach or M, 
composing or executing sonatas when children scarcely | 
the rudiments of music; to Mirandola or Pascal evinej, 
proofs of genius which they had not acquired here hej. 
Such facts enter into the wider question of all intellect 
inequality, and they offer problems which are insj| 
without admitting the theory of successive lives. We, 
only in the first stage of hesitating utterance on the subjes 
of integral psychology, of that science which will study ¢ 
soul under all its modalities, terrestrial and super-terrestria 
in its past as well as in its future. The extreme reser 
which should govern conclusions is easily understoed 
but if the regions traversed by the spirit in it 
evolution are still imperfectly explored, they ar 
totally unknown ; and the future, while it corrects what is 
hasty or incomplete in our views, will confirm as a 
whole that theory which, based solely on 
phenomena, is already capable of logical exposition. 
me, in conclusion, to hope that this important question of 
successive lives, so fraught with consequences,may be studia] 
impartially in all Spiritist centres, that the unification of 
Spiritist teaching may be made throughout the world. Bu 
our doctrinal divergences are secondary ; they can never 
affect the sentiments of profound esteem and fraternal 
benevolence with which French and Italian Spiritists an 
imbued towards all defenders of our cause. 


All 


At the conclusion of the paper, which was cordial] 
received, the usual period of discussion ensued. 

Tur Rey. Joux Pace Horrs referred to the excellence 
both of the paper and of the way in which it had been rea 
to them by Mr. Lucking, but said that the paper did not 
carry conviction to his mind. Most of those present would 
agree with the phrase ‘successive lives’; but it did not a! 
all follow that those successive lives were all to be passed ü 
the earth. His Spiritualism led him to conclude that it was 
quite possible to get ‘on the other side’ all that was neces- 
sary either of retribution or progress. (Hear, hear) lt 
seemed to him that instead of re-incarnation being re 
by evolution, it constituted a us 


most se 
break in the continuity of evolutionary unfolir 
The whole doctrine appeared to him purely arbitrary ar 
speculative. It was no use saying that it was a fact becaus 
the spirits said so, for there were spirits who would say 
anything. (Laughter.) Nor was it any argument that some 
declared that they could remember their past ex- 
Some people could remember anything they 
remember. The object of education was w 
imagination. He was one of those free, liberal, 
pendent thinkers who believed there was room in 
orld for all kinds of views. He was glad, therefor, 
re were Re-incarnationists in the world. (Laughter 


FABRIEL DELANNE (who was received with applaus, 
© remarks were kindly interpreted by Mr. 0. 
e to Mr. Hopps, offered some observations 
imber of the points in his paper. 
; MOND said: I am sure that we shall 
n greatly delighted with the paper 
if, instead of expressing our belief 
ted by M. Delanne, we took 
very few people probably have 
nk we should present ourselves 
(A 


pplause.) I would 
begins in view 


d 


sues said he would like to put a question. When 
s hatched from the shell, it did not seek to return 
a shell again. He wanted to ask whether it was a 
spiritual beings in the spiritual world would be 
ack through generation, through the nine months of 
ion, the twelve months of nursing, and babyhood ! 
wuld they be forced back, or would it be a matter of choice 
back ! 
NNE, in reply, said he did not think there were 
tions to the laws of Nature. Either re-incarnation 
jversal law and everybody had to submit to it, or it 
exist. (Hear, hear.) 
other members of the audienee wished to put 
i, and a desire was expressed that the discussion 
prolonged. 
HAIRMAN, however, said that he was reluctantly 
to close the discussion, in view of the lack of 
believed that at the meeting of their French 
nds, to be held in the French Drawing Room on the 
lowing morning, M. Delanne would be pleased to continue 
discussion. 


on ‘Dark Cabinets and Promiscuous Circles,’ by 
on D. Barrett, President of the National Spirit- 
sociation of the United States, condemning the 
hich are carried on in America, mostly by pretenders 
diumship, was then read, but the exigencies of space 
to defer its publication to a later issue of * Lion. 
| resume our reports of the Conference gatherings 

ek, when we propose to give the addresses of Dr. 
R. Wallace and Mr. W. T. Stead. 


PSYCHIC RADIATIONS. 


esident of the Alliance, in the course of the pro- 
s of the Congress, stated that a paper on ‘ Experi- 
the Photographing of Psychic Radiations’ had 
diy sent by Le Commandant Darget (Vouziers, 
for consideration by the Congress ; but, owing to 
its intelligibility depended on the reference to 
of photographs, which of course could not 
ed by the audience during the progress of the 
was found necessary to give only a summary of 
ants statements. The writer said that his 
Spiritualism and magnetism, which he had 
in 1871, led him to suppose in 1883 that the 
luid which accompanied ordinary light was 
eing photographed. He accordingly went to a 
to have his portrait taken, after having 
ce of paper the following words, ‘I wish to 
y forehead either a circle, a triangle, or a 
d, as a result, a circle was found on his 
in the print. At that time he went no 
th his experiments, but in June, 1594, Dr. Baradue, 
im some special aptitudes, took him to his 
e he obtained, by the aid of electricity and 
his hands on photographie plates, figures 
als. This led him to the idea that such 
haps be obtained by the sole process of 
over the plates. The results astonished 
led the doctor to go to him, bringing some 
for Commandant Darget to operate upon in 
h he did with such success that Dr. 
results in his pamphlet, * Différence 
In May, 1896, M. Aviron de Tou 
me an at leis apertita 
, with some dry plates held by the 
his two with contact of the 
M. Aviron de Tours asked him to 
wid him that he would think of a 
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plate held for ashort time with the gelatine or glass touching 
his forehead, and sometimes held above his forehead, Under 
all these circumstances photographs were obtained, the 
result. being frequently, to all appearance, governed by an 
intelligence, as there were evidences of various forms and 
sometimes of writing. He experimented with the view of 
teating the effects of heat and cold upon the plates, and 
found the results altogether different ; showing beyond 
dispute, as he concluded, the necessity, in order to 
obtain success, of magnetising the plates by touch or 
by the direction of the fingers towards them. In many 
instances he produced at will certain effects on the 
plates by the exercise of thought. He found, too, that the 
results varied with the state of health of the operator, inas- 
much as, if a plate, for instance, were touched by an un- 
healthy elbow and by a healthy elbow, dissimilar figures 
would be obtained, leading him to the conclusion that the 
day will come when maladies will be diagnosed by the rays 
which they project on to the plate. The vital fluid was dis- 
engaged from all parts of the body, but the fingers, the eyes, 
and the forehead are the most abundant outlets for pro- 
jecting it. 

[For the satisfaction of friends desiring to make them- 
selves more fully acquainted with the Commandant’s 
experiences, the full text of his paper, and the numerous 
photographs elucidating his conclusions, are open to inspec- 
tion at the Office of * Licnr.] 


A PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPH. 


The following communication from Cav. Ernesto Volpi, 
Vercelli, Piedmont, was also presented to the Congress :— 

The Baron Daviso, Lieutenant Colonel of Artillery, retired, 
wrote me that he had obtained, through the mediumship of 
Madame Anna de Cornelis,spirit photographs of which he sent 
me the proofs ; and as I had already some taken at Naples 
through the mediumship of the same lady, I did not doubt 
the genuineness of those obtained in Rome. On one occasion 
M. Daviso, Madame de Cornelis, her husband, and I were at 
the photographers, M. Touker, Rue dei Pastini, No. 123, 
Rome. The latter having the ends of his fingers badly 
chapped by the cold and the nitrate of silver, and not 
having any prepared plates, did not wish to experi- 
ment, but was induced, by our entreaties, to wash 
and prepare three plates in our presence. Two poses 
taken with Madame de Cornelis alone were with- 
out results, during which M. Daviso and I followed the 
photographer in his different manipulations. We took up 
the third plate, our last hope, as the daylight was beginning 
to fail. At the request of M. Daviso I posed alone this time, 
whilst my friends watched the photographer in all bis 
movements as before. M. de Cornelis placed himself behind 
the latter, M. Daviso and Madame de Cornelis remaining at 
his side. At last everybody, myself included, assisted at the 
development of the plate, and there came out the photograph 
which I now send. 

Remark |. Madame C. reluctantly decided to let me 
pose alone, and quitted the chair on the back of which the 
spirit had just placed her hand, leaning a little forward, and 
to the right, to look at me, whilst she put her hand on the 
chair back, pointing to the latter with her forefinger. 

2. Some moments before the commencement of the pose, 
M. de C. wished to take away the chair in question, say- 
ing that it was not required since his wife ought not to sit 
again. But I expressly requested M. de C. to leave it in 
its place, adding with a smile, * Perhaps a spirit will come and 
seat itself in it!’ Now the spirit did not appear sitting, 
but leaning on the chair. 

Why does this half-figure (transcendental form) reveal 
its fluidic nature, inimitable with material that we are 
acquainted with! Firstly : There exists a relation between 
a body having bulk, which poses, and the relief which would 
hapara d. on the negative, and on the positive, 
as a flat body : 


ds 


in our case removes all 
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appear in the photograph, of which one represents myself. 
There were then two bodies in position, each having the 
dimensions of human bodies, since the half-figure presents 
a relief equal to that of the other person posing, a relief which 
is also in harmony with that of the furniture which forms a 
part of the picture. 

But why should this half-figure, whilst having this 
characteristic relief, be transparent (notice particularly the 
commencement of the forearm and the right hand), whilst 
that of the other form (mine) is not so? It is that the half- 
figure is the representation of a fluidic body, although 
having the dimensions of a living human body. Here is the 
answer to the question. 

Secondly.— One cannot say that the half-figure is less 
dense on account of its having had a shorter exposure, since 
the white parts are as perfectly developed as those of the 
figure which represents me. 

"Thirdly.— One can also recognise the total transparency of 
the half-figure on applying to it the law of the reflection of 
light. The light came from the left side of the picture. 
Now, it was reflected by my person, and by the furniture, 
but this reflection did not take place in the case of the 
spirit form. One can assure oneself of this by observing the 

half tones of the photograph in question. 

Fourthly.—In short, one may add that if there had been 
any manipulation whatsoever of the plate before the expo- 
sure, all the half-figure would have been behind the furniture, 
whereas if it had been done after the exposure it would have 
come out entirely in front of the furniture, which is not so. 

We have, then, s permanent proof of a ‘tluidie being’ who, 
whilst remaining invisible to the eyes of the persons present, 
was able to impress the photographie plate. 

[The photograph referred to may be seen at the Office 
of * Licut.’) 


THE CONVERSAZIONE IN ST. JAMES'S HALL. 


The Congress was brought to a fitting termination on 
Friday evening, June 24th, by a réunion which is probably 
without parallel in the annals of British Spiritualism. 
Long before the time fixed for the opening of the doors, 
the guests began to assemble in the lobbies and corridors 
at the entrance, and by half-past seven the magnificent hall 
was thronged from end to end with a brilliant assemblage, 

ive of all phases of the movement, the religious 
and the secular, the literary and scientific, the mystical and 
the practical, the academie and the propagandist. The 
seene from the galleries—the fauteuils of which provided a 
pleasant temporary retreat for many of the visitors—was, 
_ to say the least, an inspiring one. 
Amidst the tastefully-arranged masses of flowers and 
ee : h which the hall—radiant with electric lamps 
- ; decorated throughout, moved about twelve hundred 
ns of all ranks and of many nations, all associated to 
or less extent with a movement which is s 
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The only speech of the evening was made by the 
Joun Pack Hores, who said : 

‘It has been wisely decided by the Executive (5. 
that there shall not be much speaking on this occasio ^ l 
as I was chosen as the one who should s iy à word of 1 
come to you on Sunday night, it has been decreed th e. 
shall also say a word of farewell and benediction, —— ' 

‘Now this is an International Congress. On the fits 
day of our conferences, before the re: ading of the first pape » 
somebody said that we ought to have the 
English flags in the hall. My reply was that if we hy 
any flags at all, I would like to see the flags of all nation 
(Applause). What we want as Spiritualists is to se 
universal brotherhood. We want to make 
with particular nations to the exclusion of others. W 
want brotherly relations with every people on the face j 
the earth. (Hear, hear.) In our Congress we have ha 
very different explanations of different facts, but there has 
been one deep faith. Whatever our opinions have been, 
there has been one faith.’ 

Mu. Horrs then referred impressively to some of the 
‘simple grand verities’ which it was the mission of Spirit 
ualism to make known, viz, that the universe had a 
spiritua] and ethical basis; that its keynote was life, not 
death ; and that there was progress, or evolution, for every 
form of life. He wished to offer them a word of benedic. 
tion, not as a priest, a clergyman, or even as a minister, 
but as a brother. (Applause.) The grand meeting that 
evening had been such a foretaste of w hat they all believed 
in, as existing in the beautiful eternal world beyond, that 
they might al begin to realise something of that better 
state. Speaking on behalf of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, and of the Londoners generally—and addressing 
more particularly the friends from distant parts of the 
world—he bade them all farewell. God bless them, every- 
one! (Applause.) 

Mr. J. J. Morse read the following cablegram from 
Mr. Harrison D. Barrett, President of the National Spirit- 
nalists’ Association of the United States and Canada, and 
editor of the * Banner of Light, addressed to Mr. Dawson 
Rogers, President of the London Spiritualist Alliance :— 


Deepl absenee. Greetings to Congress. America 
ys "AI hail T 


Ame ric iN ap 


no compact. 


The following letter from Mr. Stead was also read :— 


Dear Mr. Dawson RocErs,— 
I MN great gratitude the resolu- 
npe af Drisht ind with me in my 
t, and soon, I hope, the 
Puto ul reminiscence. It 
edi le loss, and that was by 
rom the Conference ; otherwise 


am, yours sincerely, 
. T. Sreap, 


ü number of spirit 
th great interest by 
furnishing explana- 


DELLA Rocca, was 
on of the pro- 
t was greatly 


- t 
violini 


3, 1898.) 


| zords being by Ella Wheeler 
“a Rene S Condon Bpiritualiat ite 
me back to me’ (Walter Slaughter)... Miss Manners, 
Andante (Mendelssohn)...Signorina della Rocea, 
d piano used on the occasion was kindly lent by 
SUIS nsmead. 
hments were served in the Banqueting Hall, 
l ent, together with the balconies and staircases, 
E a t measure to relieve the pressure on the 
the great hall, which, despite its spacious dimen- 
vould have been insufficient to accommodate all in 


tors departed, thus bringing to a elose a. gathering 
in every respect a magnificent success. 


h the continuation of our report of the Congress pro- 
s, which will appear in next week's * Lian, we hope 


A FINE PORTRAIT 

OF 
R. ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, F.R.S., 
weompaniment to his address to the Congress on 


ursday, June 23rd. 


nds who wish to seeure extra copies of our next issue 
t us have their orders by Wednesday morning at the 
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TELEPATHY. 


instance of telepathy is related by the 
th regard to the mad King Otto, of Bavaria, 
embered, has been confined for many years 
ürstenreid. A week or so ago he was found 
ping bitterly, and, being asked what was 
, ‘She is very ill, and her suffering kills 
to a young woman to whom he was pas- 
some years ago. A few days later he 
‘Sheis out of danger! She is safe!’ It 

red that at the very time he announced 
in question was so seriously ill that her 
d at the hour he said she was better, 
ad taken place in her condition. 


LICHT. 


331 


NOTES FROM FOREIGN REVIEWS. 


‘Il Mondo Secreto, the new Italian review edited in 
Naples by Dr. Giuliano Kremmerz, is in every way an 
excellent publication, neat of appearance, and full of interest 
from the first to the last page. If it can continue upon its 
present high level and keep the promise of its beginnings, 
it will certainly rank amongst the very best productions of 
occult literature. Under the alluring title * Elements of 
Natural and of Divine Magie, the editor contributes an in- 
structive and particularly lucid leading article, ably dealing 
with several points,—and delicate points too,—of occult 
knowledge, which have often given rise to vexatious contro- 
versy. Dr. Kremmerz is evidently not one of those who 
think it advisable to clothe their wisdom in obscure phrase- 
ology and hide what they may have ascertained of the truth 
behind a veil of intentional mistiness. He, on the contrary, 
deserves the highest praise for the clearness and the compa- 
rative simplicity which he brings into the exposition of a 
difficult subject. 


A lengthy account by Dr.C. von Arnhard,from Munich, of 
some séances held with the medium well-known in Germany 
under the name ‘Femme masquée, has been given in the 
* Uebersinnliche Welt? Several photographs taken during 
the course of these sittings, and illustrating different phases 
of the phenomena obtained, are also reproduced ; the most 
interesting one of th forming a remarkable instance of & 
not too frequent occurrence, namely, the complete disappear 
ance of the sitters. The photograph, taken in the open air, 
was to consist of a group of two ladies and one gentleman. 
The ladies, one of these being the medium, stood up, while 
the gentleman, a Dr. Volk, was sitting upon an ordinary 
garden chair in front of them. The time was the afternoon, 
and the sun was still shining fairly brightly. The photograph, 
however, reveals nothing beyond the empty and not very 
sharply-outlined garden chair and a cloudy appearance 
resembling a light, luminous vapour, flecked with white, 
where the two ladies stood, spreading as a mist on either 
side, and almost completely hiding the trees and bushes in the 
background. 

Dr. von Arnhard does not venture to offer any explana- 
tion of this very curisus incident. Speculations seem to him 
inadequate and no real solution of the enigma can yet be 
found ; for, he argues, the theory of odie emanatiens hiding 
the sitters does not show why the chair remained visible 
while Dr. Volk had apparently vanished. He also takes the 
opportunity of recalling and describing similar phenomena, 
which have taken place previously in the experience of other 
researchers. Some of these cases are vastly interesting and 
several have appeared in * Borderland.’ Besides, it is now 
well known that Colonel de Rochas has repeated such experi- 


of the medium. 

‘L'Echo du Merveilleux ` publishes the summary of a lecture 
delivered by ‘Papus,’ at a meeting of the Société d'Etudes 
Psychiques, on the * Insuilicieney of Hypnotism in the Study 
of Psychical Facts.’ * Papus’ does not deal leniently with the 
pretensions of hypnotists, dubs their methods * mere elemen- 
tary processes of mechanical or verbal fascination,’ ridicules 
the importance attached to the term ‘suggestion,’ a word 
which is made * to do duty as an ever-ready battle-horse, and 
roundly declares that hypnotism is but the A B C of 
psychological knowledge, serviceable enough, only when the 
practitioner uses it but as an entrance door to further and 
higher studies. The statement, so often advanced, that 
magnetism stands in the same relation to medical and doc- 
trinal hypnotism as alchemy to modern chemistry and astro- 
logy to astronomy; that in each case the one has been but a 
sort of mystical prelude toa saner and more complete scien- 
tific development, isan absurdity and exposes an amazing and 
laughable ignorance. Magnetism, alehemy, and astrology 
are, adds the lecturer, the metaphysical and philosophical 
sections, the really vital elements, of hypnotism, chemistry, 
and astronomy ; and these assertions are amply justified by 
the recent labours of erudite and patient researchers, 

M. Berthelot and M. Ledos. ne have, it 
equired, through practice, a certain amount of 
bility and ‘knack,’ They can induce sleep in 
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their subjects with more or less success, they can use the 
necessary suggestions more or less judiciously, and beyond 
this their knowledge comes to a standstill, When they 
attempt to play the high priest and explain complicated 
psychic phenomena, they fail egregiously. Mental sugges 
tion, or the direct action of mind upon mind, is by turns 
admitted or denied according to varying circumstances, and 
autosuggestion is made to answer for all puzzling cases of 
| apparitions, and telepathic phenomena, To really understand 

the respective rôles of mental suggestion and auto-sugges 
| tion, deep and protracted studies are necessary, and only 
after years of special labours will hypnotists be qualified. to 
express any opinion of value upon such subjects as telepathy 
and mediumistic phenomena. 

The lecturer alse pointed out to theologians the import- 
ance of comparison between certain facts mentioned in 
mystical wording in ancient Scriptures and identical 
occurrences known to us under modern scientific terms, 


a (|. |] 


i LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by corre- 
ondentsand sometimes publisheswhat he does notagree with 
| Jorthe purpose of presenting views that mayelicit discussion, 


Astrology and the War 
Sm,--You have drawn attention to the prediction in the 
March number of ‘Modern Astrology, and to that should 
be added a likewise significant, if not quite equally explicit, 
forecast in "Zadkiels Almanac’ for 1898 (published last 
autumn), under the month * April —the month in which the 
war began :- 

"The United States finds inereased taxation, following 
on a spirited and adventurous foreign policy.’ 

In fact, this is, evidentially, the best of the two, because 
in February and March, if | remember rightly, there were 
already public indications of a probable rupture between the 
United States and Spain ; whereas, when ‘Zadkiel’ for this 
year was published, there was no expectation whatever of 
such an event, at least in this country, or publicly recognised 
even in America. — C. C. M. 


f An Inquirer Asks for Help. 
Sir —As one who has for a long time been deeply in- 
terested in the phenomena of spirit manifestations, as testified 
by others, I am anxious to satisfy myself of the reality and 
usefulness of Spiritualism from personal evidence. Writing 
toa prominent Spiritualist on the matter, he suggested the 
formation of a circle among my own friends. This, I regret, 
is impossible, chiefly bv reason of the fact that my friends 
either ridicule the idea or disapprove of it on the general 
ev that Spiritualism is forbidden by the Bible. Were 
.. T thoroughly convinced of the genuineness and utility of 
Spiritualism, I should lose no opportunity of helping on the 
‘movement. It may be that among your readers there are 
some who, having their private circles, would admit me to 
Or I am open to form a cirele of six others 
once or twice a week in London, any tim 


der. 


LIGH T. 


[July 3 


y 1808 


SOCIETY WORK. 


Oren AiR Work, — The 


PARK 
usual interested 


RA TTERSEA h 
their 


ITTN 
speakers had 


and Appreciati 


audience. Mr. Day presided. 
SruuruALITS' LkerunE Rooms, 73, BECK tow ROAI 
NukpnERDS BUSH, W.—Mr. W. T. Sherwood lecture] 2 
I 


* Animal Magnetism, and its Relation to Spiritualism.’ Noxi 
Sunday, July ard, Mr. Bradley. ‘Liur’ on sale, Mpo 


sr. Jony’s Hatt, Canpirer, On Sunday last the servic, 
was conducted by Mrs. M. A. Sadler, who gave nn interes 
ing address on * l'erfeetion through Suffering. Next Sund 
Mr. J. G., Miles. E.A. 


East LONDON ŠPIRITUALISTS’ ASSOCIATION (formerly 
Stratford Society of Spiritualists), WorRKMAN’s Hart, Wis; 
Ham-Lane, E.—On Sunday last Mr. Davis gave an interes 
ing address on ‘The Benefits. of Spiritualism,’ followed hy 
good psyehometry. Next Sunday, at 7 p.m., a meeting. Next 
Thursday, Mr. Sloane (psychometrist). AB P. 


Parsron, 24, Urrer MaoUDLIN-STREET. For the last three 
Sundays we have had Mr. Allan Fisher, ‘The Healer, with 
us, and our room has been filled. Mr. Hemmings, of Merthyr, 
is now staying in Bristol for a. little while, and we hope to 
ret crowded meetings every week ; his controls are very good, 
Next Sunday, at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. All are welcome, 
W. WEBBER. 


Hackney Sociery oF NPIRITUALISTS, Manor Rooms, 
KENMURE- ROAD, MarestreeT, N.E.— On Sunday evening 
last Mr. H. Brooks spoke on ‘Our Duties as Spiritualists, 
after which Mrs. Mason, of Clapham, gave some clairvoyant 
descriptions. Open-air meeting in Victoria Park on Sunday 
morning, the speakers being Messrs. Neander and Brooks, 
On Sunday evening next, Mr. J. Sloane, address, and clair 
voyance and psyehometry. We shall be glad of a few speakers 
to help us in trip Park on Sunday mornings. Our annual 
outing to High Beech, Sunday, July loth. H. B. 


Sourn LONDON SPIRITUALISTS’ Mission, SURREY Masonite 
Hann, CAMBERWELL New-roap, S.E.— On Sunday evening 
Mr. J. A. Butcher presided, and introduced to our members 
Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader, Vice-President, and delegate to the 
Congress, of the First Society of Spiritualists in Philadelphia, 
The lecturer dealt eloquently with ‘Spiritualism in America, 
and gave interesting details as to the progress made in 
the last fifty years, and as to what we might fairly anticipate 
in the near future. Mrs. Cadwallader told us of the gool 
work that was being done by the ‘ Young People's National 


Federation of Spiritualists.” Over two hundred branches 
had been and were making good progress Mrs, 
Cadwallader uded with a beautiful poem, ‘A Mothers 
Prayer Answ: ’ At the close a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to the . On Sunday next, at 11 a.m, publie 
circle; at 3 ande Lyceum; at 6 p.m, lending 
library ; at Puts Mr. ' E, Long, ‘The Identity of Early 
Christianity Spiritualism.’ Verax. 

HENI ALL, HENLEY-STREET, BATTERSEA DARK-ROAD. 


gave an account of his conver- 
Prom opposing the speakers in 
aced to form a circle composed 
Í mers, trance, and clair 
ult being that the whole circle 
. Mr. H. Boddington took a 
‘Ts mediumship morally or 
rightly, he maintained it 
medium and many others; 
stant to moral degradation 
, however, could take effect 
lion an consent of the 
4 Mr. Peters, clairvoyance. 
riday, at & p.m, Mr. 
ay, at 8 p.m., members! 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


By Anna BrnackWkLL, London: G. Wedway, 


e INED. euet, W.C. Price n nip 

‘ Events, for July. London: W, Foulsham & Co, 
1 Mlgrin vet V. A Price 4d. 

spovue du Monde Invisible" No. 1, 
Fournon, Price 1f. 


«Modern Astrology,’ for July. 
Co, 4, V'ilgrim street, ILO. 


Paris: 29, Rue de 


London: W, Foulsham & 
Price Is. 


I ence of the Stars.’ By A. J. Pearce, Second 
o» ition, London: Glen & Co., 328, Strand, W.C. Price 


as. 6d., net. 
«ariel, or the Author's World, A Metaphysical Story. By 
any Phare PanwELE New York: The Alliance 
À blishing Co. Price 25 cents, 

fhe Humanitarian, for July, commencing a new volume, is 
aspecially interesting number, and contains : * Professor 

- Mantegazza on the Human Character, ‘The Decline 
science,’ * Domestic Slavery in Turkey,’ * Byron as 

a Degenerate, * Helium, ‘A Remarkable Element, ‘The 
Trance Phenomena of Mrs. Piper, * Formation of Char 
acter, ‘Trials of Working Girls &c.. London: Duck- 
worth and Co., 3, Henrietta-street, Covent Garden, W.C. 
Price 6d. The Editors announce that they have made 
arrangements for the publication in the current volume 
of the ‘Humanitarian, of a series of articles by writers 
En in literature and science, The series will include 
portant contributions from Professor Paul Mante- 
zn, A the University of Turin, author of * The Art of 
‘Taking a Wife’; Pre w Caesare. Lombroso, the cele- 
bra writer on Criminology, &e.; Sir Robert Ball 
LL.D. FERS., Lowndean Professor of Astronomy and 
b cometry, Cambridge ; Sir Edwin Arnold, author of 
— "The Light of Asia’; Sir Lewis Morris, author of the 
‘Epic of Hades’ ; Madame Juliette Adam, editor of the 
t 7 $ ouvelle Revue’; and otl r well-known writers. The 

portraits of the writers will accompany the articles. 


ESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA 
OF SPIRITUALISM. 


By SIR WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S. 


the following Treatises reprinted from the ‘ Quarterly 
Journal of Science,’ 

s : Spiritualism Viewed in the Light of Modern Science; 
rimental Investigation of a New Force, some further experi- 
(on Psychic Force. With sixteen Illustrations and Diagrams, 
ing beyond all doubt the reality of the Phenomena. 

‘orce and Modern Spiritualism.’ A reply to the ‘Quarterly 
' and other critica, to which is SATIRE Gorrondona upon 
rpenter's asserted Refutation of the Author's Experimental 
of the Existence of a hitherto Undetected Force, with two 


ons, 

an Inquiry into the Phenomena called Spiritual, during the 
1870-8.’ To which are added three letters, entitled * Misa 
nce Cook's Mediumship,’ * Spirit-forms, and ‘The Last of 
King "'; the photographing of ‘Katie King 'by the aid of 
c Light. ith sixteen Illustrations of appliances for 
fic demonstration of the genuineness of the Phenomena, 
Portiait of Mr. D. D. Home holding the accordion under 
while it was being played on by the sor 

o, handsome ornamented cloth, gilt, bs. 4d. post free. 


a^ 


Jerico or *Lionm, 110, Sr. Manris's Lane, W.O. 


US VOLUMES OF ‘LIGHT’ FOR 
SALE. 


few handsomely-bound half-roan surplus Volumes 

ir’ for Sale, at very low prices. As will be seen 
nber for sale is very small, and after these are 
more copies will be available for sale purposes. 


BOUND VOLUMES, 


Price, Price. 
@6 6 | 4 volumes of @6 6 
vo | 2 ” @7 6 
90]|1 n 7 6 

» 099018 » (10 


United Kingdom. Carriage abroad extra, 


: ee iii 
SECOND-HAND BOOKS. 
(One copy only of each of the following Books [s for Sale. An early 


application is therefore necessary ) 


Orvice or ‘Lian,’ 110, Sr, Manris's Las, W.C. 


Later Autumn Leaves. 


Thoughts in Verse, By T 
Bhorter, With portrait. f DE 


Cloth, gilt edges, 29pp., Od., post. free, 
All's Right with the World. 1898. By Charles B, Newcomb, 


Published at 7a, 6d, Cloth, 261pp. New copy, bs. 5d., post. free, 


The Mystery of Gold Rust. A Study in Subjective Thought 
and Kxperience with Criminal Life. By Clarence Webster Holmes, 
Cloth, new copy, 287pp., Is. 6d., poat free, 


Experimental Investigation of the Spirit Manifestations, 


By Robert Hare, Clean and in good condition, very scarce, lin, 


Spirit Identity. By 'M.A,, Oxon.’ (W, Stainton Moses), An 
argument for the reality of the return of departed human spirits, 
illustrated by many narratives from personal experience, together 
with a discussion of some difficulties that beset the inquirer, Cloth 
Out of print and very acarce. Copies are rarely to be had Prica 
Bs, post free 


London Spiritualist Alliance, 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.O. 


LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, AND NOT HAVING A CaArITAL DIVIOED 
INTO SHARKS 


Established 1884. Incorporated 1806. 


By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohibited 
from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the income 
or property of the Society. 


Members of Council. 
E. Dawson Rooens, President, 


ALARIC A. WATTS, ? 


Hon. Pency Wyxpnau, jl ce P residents, 


HgNRY WiTHALL, Hon. Treasurer, 


Mna, W. P. BROWNE, W. J, LucKixa. 
MAJOR-GENERAL DRAYSON, J. J, Monse. 
T. EVERITT. F. W. Tnunaran, M.A. 
R. HARTE. Miss Rowan VINORNT. 
Rey. J. Page Horra. l Misa H, WrTHALL. 

G. Wrup, M.D. 


This Alliance has been formed for the a rg of uniting together 
persons interested in the study of Paychical or Spintualistic B nU. 
which throw fresh light upon the nature of man, and reveal bim as sur- 
viving the change of death. It also provides opportunities of investiga- 
tion, and affords information by means of papers and discussions, 

Rooms are occupied at the above address where Members and 
Associates can meet, and where they can read the special journals and 
use the library of works on Psychícal and Occult Science. The reading- 
room is open daily to Members and Associates from 10 to 6, Social gather- 
ings are also held from time to time, of which due notice is given. 

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of one 
guinea, and of Associates at half a guinea, per annum. 

Information will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, nt the Rooms, 
110, St. Martin's-lane, W.O. 

*." Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, 
Henry Withall, Gravel Lane, r Aer ee, ry London, 8.E., and are due on 
January Ist in each year, 


Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in * Light’ 
B. D. GODFREY, Secretary and Librarian, 


ORIGINALLY ESTABLISHED, 1888, 


MRS. J. J. MORSE'S HOTEL, 


FLORENCE HOUSE, 
26, OSNABURGH STREET, REGENT'S PARK, LONDON, 


THE ONLY SPIRITUALIST HOTEL IN LONDON. 


The Hotel i» very centrally situated. All Places of Amusement, Busi- 
or General Interest are easily and cheaply accessible, The main 


N.W. 


[sof adel A, phe paapa thin a shilling cab ride. Omnibusea 
from and to EE Saco ut amen? pass within ten doors 
ERU enm and comit, by which, combined 
which, com! 
with moderate the Hotel has always been so well and 
favourably known as a “Home rnow Home” by fts man; 
Full tariff sent, poat free, and 


TRLEGRAMS: *JuxiPERITE, LONDON, 


iv LIGS T. 


[1 uly 3, 1868 


STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY, 


Post free from the Office of * Liaur, 110, Sr. ManriN's LANE, W.C., at the prices quoted, 


Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be sent. 


: Astrology.’ An Easy and Comprehensive 


jodies and the 


Reviews,’ 1891-92. With new Introduction, By W. T. STkAp. Crown 
8vo., cloth, ds. 8d., post free. 


ML sitters from Julia; or, Light from the 


Borderland.’ A Series of Messages as to the Life Beyond the 
Grave, Received by Automatic Writing from One who has Gone Before. 
With a Preface by W. T. SrEAD. 2s. 2d., post free. 


1 ]yseourses through the Mediumship of Mrs. 

Cora L. V. Tappan.’ Comprising Fifty-four Discourses, Sixty- 

four Poems, and Twelve Extracts descriptive of Facts concerning the 

Spirit-World and Communion between it and the Farth-Plane. Gom 
t, with Portrait cf Author, T30pp., 7s. 6d., post free. 


3 The Philosophy of Mesmerism and Electrical 
Psychology.’ By Jomx Boves Dons, The Secret Revealed by 


which all may know how to Experiment without an Instructor. Cloth, 
Bs, 9d., post free. 


‘Mhe Elements of Hypnotism : the Induction, 

Phenomena, and Physiology of Hypnosis, Its rs and Value." 
By R. HARRY Vincent. Recon « edition, revised and enlarged. Crown 
pa Cloth, 5s. ‘A simple account of the nature and effects 
of Hypnotism, to show how the state is produced, and what it is." With 
seventeen Illustrations showing ents. 


: A Catechism of Palmistry.’ The Sciences of 
v pd and Chiromancy Explained in the form of over 600 
Questions Answers By Ipa ELLIS. Illustrated by ten plates. The 
teachings of the well-known Blackpool! Palmist. Cloth, 2a. 9d., post free. 
‘Mhe Book of Dreams and Ghosts.’ By 
Ayprew Lane. Cloth, 6s. 


‘The Place of Death in Evolution.’ By 
Newman Suyra. Cloth, 5s., post free. 


“fhe Tarot’: Its Occult Signification, Use in 

Fortune-telling and Method of Play. By S. L. MACGREGOR 
Martnens. With Pack of 78 Tarot Cards. 4d , post free. 

p cho - Therapeutics; or, Treatment b 
pe otism and Sens ar G LLoyp TUCKEY, ch 
Third Revised and , 820pp. Cloth, 6s. 4d., post free. 

"Volo; or, the Will What it is, How to 


and How to Use It. By ARTHUR LovELL. Cloth, 
Ba. 9d., post 


‘Desearches in the Phenomena of Spiritual- 
niga ee POCHI, 39S cloth. 


| ‘Mhe Law of Psychic Phenomena.’ A working 
7 ] na gy n aide - free. 


P S Book. j— the 


‘ Qeers of the Ages.’ Ancient, Mediæval, ang 
Modern Spiritualism, By J. M. PEEnLES. Tracing the Pheng 

mena of Spiritualism through India, Egypt, Phœnicia, Syria, P 3 

Greece, Rome, down to Christ's time. 376pp.. ds. 4d., post free, 


* 4 fter Her Death. The Story of a Summer 
By Linian Waiting. Cloth, 3s, 6d., post free. i 
‘Hoa Magnetism ; or, How to Hypnotise, 
A Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism. By Professor 
James Coates. With ten plates, showing induction of phenomeny 
experimental and curative, Cloth. ôs. 4d., post free. 


* Nrystal Gazing and the Wonders of Clair. 

voyance, Embracing Practical Instructions in the Art, History, 
and Philosophy of this ancient Science. Illustrated with diagrams. Hy 
Jon MxLVILLE. To which is appended an abridgment of Jacob Dixon's 
‘Hygienic Clairvoyance,’ with various extracts and original notes. Crown 
8vo, da, 3d., post free. 


‘TJafed, Prince of Persia’: His Experience in 

Earth-Life and Spirit-Life, being pn Communications receive] 
thzough Mr, David Duguid, the Glasgow rance- Painting Medium, With 
an Appendix containing communications from the Spirit Artists, Ruisdal 
and Steen. S592pp, 4s. 


"Masi White and Black: or, the Science of 


Finite and Infinite Life, containing Practical Hints for Student 
of Occultism.’ By Franz HARTMANN, M.D, Oloth, 6s. dd. 


* A nimal Magnetism.’ By ALFRED Bnet and 

ORHanLES FERE (Assistant, Physician to the Salpétridre), 
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